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OVERVIEW

Cheers to Our Parks (Cheers) has quickly become a 
powerful community-driven campaign. Supporting 
our people and parks, Cheers has led to meaningful 
investments in programming and park infrastructure. 
The report below highlights the many fold impact of 

Cheers across 2024-2025. The campaign has led to 
expanded partnerships, increased knowledge of the 
challenges and opportunities of parks, and delivered 
tangible improvements across the park system.

OUTCOME 1: Increased Community Engagement, 
Visibility and Activation.

$842,316 total raised

224 Park Champions activated

$1,080 in Merchandise revenue

8 Cheers-specific events 
hosted in our parks

882 individuals 
in attendance at Cheers events

42 Cheers signs across 13+ Parks

Milwaukee Parks Foundation (MPF), Molson Coors 
and Milwaukee County Parks (MCP) hosted eight 
Cheers-specific events across 2024-25. These events 
ranged from Beer Garden launch events, happy 
hours, bus tours, even art and bonfires on the beach. 
These events directly attracted more than 800 
individuals into our parks. 

In addition to Cheers-specific events, MPF has 
utilized the Park Champion Pledge for nearly every 
event we participate in. By encouraging individuals 
to take the pledge, we’ve grown our list of “Park 
Champions” to 224 individuals. These individuals are 
deeply committed. 

MPF has distributed more than 500 Cheer stickers 
and sold more than $1,000 in Cheers-specific 
merchandise. Merchandise and “swag” raise the 
visibility of the Cheers campaign and recruit even 
more Park Champions. Last but not least, MPF and 
MCP put up 25 light pole banners along Lincoln 
Memorial Drive, 8 signs in Whitnall Park and 10 
A-Frame signs at various locations throughout the 
park system.

This combination of outreach and activation greatly 
increased community engagement in our parks and 
ultimately contributed to significantly growing the 
movement for vibrant and equitable parks.

OUTCOME 2:
Media Reach and Visibility
The Cheers to Our Parks campaign achieved 
exceptional visibility, elevating public awareness of 
park challenges and opportunities, and generating 
millions of media impressions.

24 Media placements across 2024-25

Estimated 90.4 million+ media impressions

Stories consistently highlighted:
•	The reopening and popularity of county 

beer gardens
•	The partnership between Molson Coors, 

Milwaukee County Parks, and Milwaukee 
Parks Foundation

•	The scale and success of the Cheers to Our 
Parks fundraising model

In 2025, coverage continued to grow, with 
reports noting the campaign’s rapid success 
and expansion.

OUTCOME 3:
Significant Investment in Parks
Since the launch of the Cheers to our Parks 
campaign, partners have raised more than 
$772,697 for parks. This includes support from 12 
major donors who have contributed $701,250 plus 
gifts from a broad base of 259 supporters, many 
of whom are new givers to MPF. Thanks to Cheers, 
support for MPF has grown broadly while also 
deepening with our core partners.

To date, funds have been invested in both 
park infrastructure projects and vital park 
programming. Specifically:

$150,000

$25,000
$45,000
$15,000

$60,000

$150,000 invested in two pocket play 
areas in Tiefenthaler Park including an 
exercise zone and a musical instrument area 
for families and individuals. This project will 
break ground in 2026.

$15,000 in 
bleachers and 
beautification 
surrounding newly 
renovated Meaux 
Park basketball 
courts

$60,000 in funds to support vital 
programming, including: 

•	Support for a music in the park series in 
Walker Square Park

•	Funds to support community-led 
activation and programming in 
Tiefenthaler Park through the “Bring 
Back the Village” initiative

•	Additional community-centered park 
programming such as the summer sound 
bath series, walk in the park, outdoorsy 
triathlon, aquatics/pool event support, 
and other engagement initiatives.

$25,000 invested in tree planting 
system-wide supporting MCP’s ability to 
plant more than 3,000 trees across 2024-25.

$45,000 in trail maintenance and 
improvements focused in McGovern Park, 
but also throughout our park system
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Cheers to Our Parks demonstrates what is possible when community 
members, partnerships and passion come together. In just two years, Cheers 
has mobilized hundreds of Park Champions, raised significant awareness of 
our parks, and delivered meaningful investments across our vast park system. 
From neighborhood programming to system-wide infrastructure, Cheers has 
strengthened connections between people and the public spaces that unite us.

As the campaign continues to grow, so too does the movement for vibrant, 
equitable, and welcoming parks across Milwaukee County. The success of 
Cheers affirms that together we can build a more vibrant and equitable park 
system for all.

Milwaukee Parks 
Foundation has 
utilized people-

focused storytelling 
to share the impact 

of these investments. 

Scan to see this 
impact firsthand!


