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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Park Champions,

2025 was a milestone year for Milwaukee Parks
Foundation. For the first time, we invested more than $1
million directly into park and community infrastructure in a
calendar year, onboarded our second ever group of sprouts
grantees, expanded our team to better fulfill our mission,
won our first national grant with the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation, hosted our first successful summer sound
bath series in parks, and won multiple awards.

Despite these wins, 2025 was a tumultuous year
marked with global conflict, expanding wealth gaps and
inequity, and deepening violence and erasure of Black
and Brown voices. Necessary environmental protections
were rolled back, and significant funds available for

park improvements and community work are no more.
Speaking with my neighbors, friends, and family, it was
easy to feel unmoored and unsafe.

2025 highlighted just how important the work of
Milwaukee Parks Foundation is and will continue to be. We
doubled down on our equity, inclusion and community
focus. We leveraged substantial resources for the

good of people in parks. We continued to advocate for
togetherness, health, wellness, public access, joyful, and
active green spaces.

Through it all, | looked toward the leaders | trust who have
weathered these storms in the past (because none of this is new).
What were they doing? They were busy helping. It reminds me

of the famous Mr. Rogers quote - in times of crisis, “look for the
helpers. You will always find people who are helping” There are
many helpers | could highlight. Chances are, if you are reading
this, you are one yourself. Thank you. Thank you for your care,
concern, investment, and support.

2025 was a milestone year for me personally as well. My
husband and | welcomed our second child, baby Luca, into the
world. Parks became even more critical to our family as we
stretch our legs in nature and try to figure out our new family
culture with four of us. As a mother, | worry about my babies and
the world they are growing up in, but the helpers in our parks —
all of you - give me courage and energy to keep going. A more
vibrant, equitable Milwaukee is possible, and together we are
building it one park at a time.

Rebecca Stoner
Executive Director




IMPAC'I' MAP JANUARY 2026

$3,884,561

TOTAL PLEDGED
OR INVESTED

In Milwaukee County Parks across 46
projects, programs and events in more
than 40 parks.

$2,625,133

INVESTED IN SEEDS

$512,928

INVESTED IN SPROUTS

13,524

PEOPLE IN PARKS

5,971

VOLUNTEER HOURS

spnours pROIECTs @ Resident-centered park activation

Safe Social Space community
healing project with the Village
Group $13,000

Decorate the park holiday
event $5,000

Safe Zone summer camp
$8,000

Alice's Garden programming
$5,000

Lyrics For Our Sanctuaries
youth poetry competition,
The Safe Zone summer
camp $14,000

Little Dreamers Soccer
Club $8,000

Mural honoring Lucile
Berrien $12,000

Investment in partners &
programming $121,000

Amani Youth Council & Friends
of Moody Park

programming $31,000
Uplifting Humanity

football and youth
programming $8,000

New Mural $20,000

SEEDS PROJECTS

Investment in a new open-air
shelter and additional park
programming in memory of
Keyon Jackson-Malone
$110,000

Baseball field refurbishment
$99,000

Complete renovation
$350,000

Community Center
murals $95,000

Community Center fund
$28,266

Tree planting $11,125

Outdoor Basketball Court
Renovation $30,096

Healthy Parks, Healthy
Neighbors initiative $229,000

Basketball court
renovation $195,000

Activating Sherman
Park $56,000

Harvest Fest $19,258
Bring Back the Village $8,000

Summer farmer’s
market community
programming $50,000

Musica en el parque $8,000

Community parks
agendas $18,000

Cultural art vibes $8,000

Multiple Park Locations
Latino Conservation
Week $16,000

Drums Up Guns
Down $16,000

System-Wide
Aquatics Ambassador
initiative $65,000

Healthy County
Challenge

A county wide challenge with
County Executive David
Crowley aimed at bringing
residents into parks $23,670

Sustainable Park Investments

New picnic area $5,000

Health and Human
Services $250,000

Infrastructure
improvements $150,000

Basketball %

Courts Refresh
Basketball court repainting at
10 courts plus new bleachers
at the King Community
Center $25,656

CHEERS TO OUR PARKS ®

ADA accessible bleachers and
concrete pad to accompany
basketball courts $17,000

Multiple Park Locations
Tree planting $25,000

System-Wide
New Tiefenthaler Park
play areas $150,000

Multiple Park Locations
Tree planting $110,000

System-Wide

Trail improvements including
signage, maintenance, and
more $30,000

Wisconsin Policy Forum
$10,000

Reforestation and special
projects capacity building
$275,000

Trails and trees

Deep Thought Boat removal
$30,000

Trail signage $20,000

July 3 Drone Show, previously
Fireworks $816,500
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SUSTAINABLE PARK INVESTMENT

Activating Atkinson Park: In Memory of Keyon Jackson-Malone

Keyon Jackson-Malone was a force for good.

He approached everyone with a special kind of
neighborliness and joy; you could not help but
smile when you saw him. You also could not help
but get involved. He passionately shared his plans
and partnerships in Atkinson Park: cookouts, block
parties, food pantries, youth programming, and
invited all of us to get involved. Keyon was one of
Milwaukee Parks Foundation's first Sprout partners,
and losing his leadership and light in 2024 was
devastating. However, like many incredible leaders
and community organizers who came before him, he
left an indelible mark on Atkinson Park and beyond.

Before Keyon's death, he partnered with Milwaukee
Parks Foundation to apply for a grant from the
Powering Milwaukee Forward initiative. Powering

Milwaukee Forward is a philanthropic collaboration
among GE HealthCare, the GE HealthCare
Foundation, and the Charles Antetokounmpo Family
Foundation (CAFF). Once awarded, Milwaukee Parks

Foundation and Atkinson Park partners went to
work. Thanks to a $100,000 grant from Powering
Milwaukee Forward, we were able to improve
Atkinson Park with a new pavilion, new permanent
benches, support for summer youth programming,
food giveaways, block parties, cookouts, a fall harvest
fest, and more.

Keyon's longstanding partners — Helping Kids Better
Themselves, Dream Team United, The Village Group,
and so many more — are keeping his love and light
alive in Atkinson Park. Today, you can still sit with
Keyon in the park at his memorial bench. You can
still feel his animated pull to get you involved and
engaged. You'll find his bench in the middle of the
park, with the quote, “my people, my beautiful
people, righteous by nature’” Keyon believed in the
good in all of us and the good in our parks. At MPF,
we will continue to honor his memory by investing in
people and parks, for good.
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“My people, my beautiful people,
righteous by nature. yy

- Keyon Jackson-Malone



"(Sprouts

RESIDENT-CENTERED PARK ACTIVATION

In 2025, the Sprouts initiative continued to
demonstrate what community-rooted investment
looks like in practice: activating parks through locally
led programming. Across five parks with high equity
needs, our Sprouts Partners transformed public
spaces into places of health and healing, community
care, and collective joy.

Mitchell Park

In Mitchell Park, Little Dreamers delivered free youth
soccer programming designed to develop both

skills and confidence in young athletes. Through

two summer camp sessions, more than 80 youth
participated in structured training, supported by over
10 volunteers who helped create a safe, encouraging

environment for the next generation of players.

community members 8 u u
engaged across 5 parks L

erparar 100+

Our Sprouts Partners engaged more than 1,600
community members throughout the summer

and fall seasons. At the heart of this work were five
community groups, each receiving an $8,000 grant
to design and lead programming that reflected the
needs and strengths of their neighborhoods.

Across town in Walker Square Park, Masica en el

Parque brought the community together through

a vibrant series of 12 market days. More than 1,J00
attendees experienced live music from 17 local music
groups, while 81 volunteers helped keep the program
running smoothly. The result was a consistent rhythm
of cultural activation that supported both local artists
and neighborhood connection.

hours of youth-focused 5 resident-led partner
organizations supported

play and skill building

volunteers engaged 3 o total program events
% and activations

across programs

Tiefenthaler Park

Meanwhile, the Bring Back the Village programming
in Tiefenthaler Park brought more than 200
neighbors together through intergenerational
wellness and activation events. From a Harvest

Fest to neighborhood walks, community canning
workshops, and art-based programming, these
gatherings strengthened social ties and deepened
local stewardship of the park.

200 Neighbors

Washington Park

In Washington Park, Rooted & Rising presented
Cultural Art Vibes, hosting two major events that
engaged 211 community members. These gatherings
blended traditional and digital art forms, reinforcing
the power of multi-generational creativity and

expression as a tool for community building.

211 Community Members

Moody Park

In Moody Park, Uplifting Humanity hosted a
10-session flag football league that engaged over
40 youth, contributing to more than 800 hours

of structured play and skill building. The program
created a consistent space for recreation, teamwork,
and healthy activity throughout the summer.

Together, these efforts reflect the Sprouts partnership’s core impact: activating parks as community gathering
places. By supporting resident-led ideas and culturally grounded programming, Sprouts helped ensure that

Milwaukee's parks bring neighbors together across generations, interests, and identities.

Our 2025-2026 Sprouts cohort reinforces a clear takeaway: when communities are resourced to lead, parks

become powerful platforms for connection, culture, and care.




DONOR HIGHLIGHT

Building a Legacy for Milwaukee’s Parks

At Milwaukee Parks Foundation, our tagline is “Our Parks. Our Community. Our
Future”. While our work often focuses on meeting today’s most pressing needs, from
supporting park improvements to investing in community-driven programs, we
know that caring for Milwaukee County’s parks also means planning for tomorrow.

Since our founding, Milwaukee Parks Foundation has worked alongside Milwaukee
County Parks, community organizations, volunteers, and generous donors to address
the needs of our parks system. As our impact has grown, so has our commitment to
ensuring that this work continues for generations to come.

That commitment to future generations inspired our team to begin sketching

the blueprint for the Parks Legacy Fund, Milwaukee Parks Foundation’s new
endowment established in 2025. Created with the guidance of our Finance and
Investment Committee, the Parks Legacy Fund represents an important milestone
in our organization’s growth. The Parks Legacy Fund creates the infrastructure to
accept and steward gifts dedicated to long-term sustainability.

This vision became a reality thanks to the generosity of Milwaukee Parks Foundation
supporters, David and Julia Uihlein. In November 2025, the Uihleins made a
transformational $100,000 gift to kickoff the Parks Legacy Fund. Their investment
reflects a shared belief that Milwaukee's parks deserve not only support today, but a
strong financial foundation that will sustain them well into the future.

Now that the idea has been brought to life, Milwaukee Parks Foundation has set a $5
million fundraising goal for the Parks Legacy Fund over the next 10 years. The Parks
Legacy Fund positions our organization to think not only about the next project or
the next season, but about the sustainability and potential of our green spaces for
years to come.

Thank you to David and Julia Uihlein for helping turn this vision into reality and for
inspiring others to invest in the future of Milwaukee’s parks.

To learn more or contribute to the Parks Legacy Fund, please reach out to Director of
Development Kelly Martyka, kelly.martyka@mkeparksfoundation.org, 414-514-2187

Photo Credit: Anne Ballentine




‘ ‘ So...I had this idea...what
if | called two people |
really love and asked
them to join me to create
a triathlon to raise money
for our beloved Milwaukee
Parks Foundation. Amelia
from Wheel and Sprocket
and Beth from Milwaukee
Kayak said YES and the

rest is history! ’ ’

- Moshe Katz, Yellow Wood Gear

PARTNER HIGHLIGHT

OUTDOORSY
-

Outdoorsy Tri 2025: Celebrating Three
Years of Partnership and Impact

The 2025 Outdoorsy Tri marked a remarkable three-year partnership
between Yellow Wood Gear, Wheel & Sprocket, and Milwaukee Kayak
Co. to host the Outdoorsy Tri benefiting Milwaukee Parks Foundation.

What began as a shared idea to bring people outdoors in a new and
engaging way has grown into a memorable fundraising experience.
Over the course of three years, the Outdoorsy Tri invited participants
to experience Milwaukee’s parks through a uniquely immersive hike,
bike, and paddle format, which celebrated both recreation and
connection to the natural spaces that make our city exceptional.

Each year, Yellow Wood Gear, Wheel & Sprocket, and Milwaukee
Kayak Co. generously contributed their expertise, time, equipment,
and leadership to ensure the event's success. Their commitment
went far beyond logistics. They helped shape an experience that
was welcoming, accessible, and deeply rooted in a shared belief that
vibrant parks strengthen community life.

The 2025 event served as a meaningful culmination of this
partnership. Participants once again came together to explore
Milwaukees trails, waterways, and green spaces, ending with a
celebratory gathering that reflected the spirit of collaboration
and outdoor enjoyment that defined the Outdoorsy Tri from
the beginning.

Milwaukee Parks Foundation is grateful to Yellow Wood Gear,

Wheel & Sprocket, and Milwaukee Kayak Co. for this extraordinary
partnership and impact. Their leadership helped introduce new
audiences to Milwaukee’s parks while directly supporting the programs,
improvements, and initiatives that keep our park system thriving.

Impact Highlights

Total participants
324

Funds raised for MPF

&k, 357

Parks and trail miles activated

L,000+

‘ ‘ Moshe asked me what |

thought and | said- heck
yes! We always have
people coming into the
bike store saying ‘I'm
not a cyclist’ or ‘I'm not
one of those serious
triathletes’ but they

all want a fun, non-
competitive event to
look forward to. This
was a great way to bring
together outdoorsy
people and support our
amazing Parks! ’ ’

- Amelia Kegel, Wheel & Sprocket



MERCH STORE FINANCIALS

INCOME
Individual Contributions $242,071
Foundation & Corporate Contributions $657,744
TOTAL Special Event Net Revenue $154,336
51’965’284 Earned Income $102,062
Miscellaneous $4,704

Net Assets Released from Restriction* $804,367

*Dollars donated for a restricted purpose in prior years, used in 2025.

EXPENSES

SEEDS - Park Infrastructure Investment $1,169,280
TO TAL SPROUTS - Resident-Centered Park Activation $128,189
52’04 9’656 Programs & Services $520,136
Management & Fundraising $232,051

NET INCOME

-584,372

In 2025, MPF utilized dollars from our unrestricted Cheers to our
Parks reserve fund to maximize impact. These Cheers funds were
raised in prior years and previously recorded as revenue.

89 cents of every dollar contributed to the Milwaukee Parks
MPF merchandise sales benefit our mission Foundation is invested directly into Milwaukee County Parks.



OUR TEAM

Rebecca Stoner Tristen Shorter
Executive Director Associate Director

Kelly A. Martyka, ESQ. Joy Boyd

Director of Development Communications Coordinator

Michaela Lacy

Programs & Partnerships Manager

Nicole Angresano Octavio Arreaga-Chavez Anne Ballentine Brigette Beamon
United Performing Arts Fund Johnson Controls, Inc. Ballentine Consulting WE Energies

Ayrton Bryan Kweku TeAngelo Cargile Jr. Tami Garrison Charles Green, Jr.

Avery Dennison Board Chair | Founding Board Chair | Generac Secretary | CBRE
Employment Resources, Inc.

Alison Hanrahan Matthew Helmerich Juan de Dios Hernandez Judy Krause Angela Lang

Molson Coors Beverage Company Community Leader Rockwell Automation Treasurer | Judy Krause Consulting Black é—;‘]’q‘rfsz Sn g;ggfgg'g for

Katie Avila Loughmiller Stephanie Mercado Rachel Nielsen Sheri Williams Pannell
Milwaukee Public Museum Michels Corporation Milwaukee Rep University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Katie Podmokly Chris Schreiber Tony Shields Guy Smith
Vice Chair | Baird Michael Best & Friedrich LLP Wisconsin Philanthropy Network Ex Officio | Executive Director,
Milwaukee County Parks
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OUR SUPPORTERS

Thank you to our supporters who gave a generous gift of $500
or more between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025.

Adam and Rebecca Stoner
Adam Davis

Alanna Hammer

Alice Ambrowiak

Amy and Jason Parry
Andrew K Sprunger

Anne and Jeff Ballentine
Ann and Josh Blakely
ANON Charitable Trust
Anonymous

Anonymous

Asia Beckum

Astor Street Foundation
Bader Philanthropies, Inc.
Baird

Bank of America

Ben and Amy Lauer

Beth and David Hoover
Bosley and Green Foundation
Bradley Impact Fund
Brenda and Brendan Locke

Brewers Community Foundation

Carroll University
Cathy and Mark Maurice
CG Schmidt

Charles D. Jacobus Family Foundation
Charles Green Jr. and Sara Green

Cheri G and Tom Briscoe

Chris Kegel Foundation
Christine and Bob Bukowski
Christopher Ryan Zeitler

Chris Schreiber and Laura Misco
Croen Foundation

Danielle and Andrew Havlicek
Darlene Reina

David and Roberta Remstad
David V. and Julia Uihlein, Jr.
Devin Hayes

Dick's Sporting Goods

Dorothy Inbusch Foundation
Duane Stephen and Ricka Long

Florence Steinberger
Freshwater Future

Fund for Lake Michigan

Gerry Mainman

Gilbane Building Company
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Green Bay Packers Foundation
Green Tree Garden Club

Guy and Michelle Smith
Harley Davidson Foundation
Heil Family Foundation

Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Herzfeld Foundation

Holly Blomquist

Horicon Bank

Hupy and Abraham, S.C.
Husch Blackwell

James A Schleif and William H Morley

Fund at the Greater Milwaukee
Foundation

Jane C. Waldbaum

Jane Gellman

Jane Stoltz and John Idzikowski
Jay and Carolyn Scott

Jeff and Laura Bray

Jennifer Frank and Paul Schmitz

Joanne Dumanski Barndt Fund at the
Greater Milwaukee Foundation

Joanne Edwards and Joanne Danforth
Joe Zizzo
John and Sandra Zellmer

John E Lewis and Karen M Lewis
Charitable Fund

John Schreiber

Johnson Controls, Inc.

Josiah and Kate Werning

Joy Tapper and Bill Pickerimg
Joyce Christy

Judy Krause and Susan Winans
Julianna Ebert and Frank Daily
Julie Leisten

Kadie and Steve Jelenchick

Kathy Mykleby

Katie Avila Loughmiller

Katie Podmokly and Eric Stolzmann
Katie Pritchard

Kevin and Patricia Whaley Fund Donor
Advised Fund

Komatsu

Koryn R & Curtis M Anderson
Kristin and Mike Wallace
Landa Evers

Linda and Mike Stolz
Lindsey Tauber

Lisa Maurer

Lois Bernard

Lori Wucherer

Lucia B. Wilson Family Trust Fund at
the Greater Milwaukee Foundation

Marissa Alexander

Mark and Anne Weitenbeck
Martin and Debra Katz

Mary and Ted Kellner

Mary Hamlin

Mary Jo and Don Layden
Matthew Petrus

Matthew Wells

Megan Grant and Logan Witter
Michael and Jennifer Susan Gilbert
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP
Michelle Rae Sirinek

Michels Corporation

Milwaukee Water Commons
Molson Coors

Mortenson

Nancy and Dan Conway

Nicole Angresano

Northwestern Mutual Foundation

Old Duffers Club, Inc.
Old National Bank
Oscar Rene Avalos
Patricia M. Cadorin
Patrick Mutsune

Peck Foundation
PNC Bank

Prairie Springs: The Paul
Fleckenstein Trust

Quarles & Brady LLP

R.A. Stevens Family Foundation
Rachel Nielsen

Renee Joos

Richard E Minkley

Richard W. and Barbara K. Frank
Family Fund at the Greater Milwaukee
Foundation

RitzHolman CPAs

Rockwell Automation

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Sarah and Michael Weiss

Sarah Jacobson

Scott Bowe

St. Stephen the Martyr Lutheran
Church

Supervisor Anne O'Connor
Suzanne K Schalig

Ted and Arleen Koenigs Fund at the
Greater Milwaukee Foundation

The Blakely Family Charitable Fund
The Every Day Good Foundation, Inc.
The Helmerich Trust

Theresa Delgadillo

Visit Milwaukee

Wade Mueller and Cathy Drexler

We Energies Foundation

Weiss Family Foundation

Will Belke

William and Alicia Schoeneich
Conservation and Preservation Fund
at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation

Woman's Club of Wisconsin
Foundation

OUR PARTNERS

We are grateful for the dozens of incredible partners who help
us collectively steward a thriving park system. While we cannot

name everyone, below is a list of major 2025 partners.

A Wealth of Nature

African American Roundtable
Angelique Sharpe

Beckum Stapleton Little League

Black Leaders Organizing for
Community

Bronzeville Arts Ensemble
Camille Mays

Carvd N Stone

Chairwoman Marcelia Nicholson
Clarke Square Neighborhood Initiative
Cr8tv House

Domes Alliance

Dream Team United

Drums Up, Guns Down

Elijah Moore

Embody Yoga

Emilio Perez

Fathers Making Progress

First Tee Southeastern Wisconsin
Friends of Lincoln Park

Friends of Mitchell Clarke

Friends of Moody Park

Friends of Rose Park

Friends of Sherman Park

Friends of Tiefenthaler Park
Friends of Walker Square Park
Helping Kids Better Themselves
Jerica Fehr

Jesse Ambos-Kleckley

Kellogg PEAK Initiative

King Advisory Inc.

King Community Center
Kinnickinnic River Neighbors In Action
Kosciuszko Community Center
Lloyd Seawright

Milwaukee Alliance Against Political
and Racial Repression

Milwaukee County Executive

David Crowley

Milwaukee Environmental
Justice Alliance

Milwaukee County Board of
Supervisors

Milwaukee Riverkeeper
Milwaukee Turners

Milwaukee Walks

Mothers Against Gun Violence
Nearby Nature MKE
Northwest Side CDC

One MKE

Preserve Our Parks

Rae Johnson

Red, Bike, Green

Reflo

Running Rebels

Sea Grant

Semillitas - Spanish in Nature

Sherman Park Community
Association

Sports Milwaukee
Symphony Swan

Taylor Made Foundation
The Ability Center

The Nature Conservancy
The Park People

The Village Group

Travis Hope

True Skool

Urban Nature Connection

Walker Square Neighborhood
Association

WaterMarks CAN

Wisconsin Black Historical Society

YMCA
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To collectively steward a
thriving park system

mkeparksfoundation.org

info@mkeparksfoundation.org | 414-687-7166




